
Demographics  

Findings from University of Mannheim  

Institute for the Economics of Aging advance knowledge in demographics 

Fresh data on demographics are presented in the report 'Reassessing the link 

between premarital cohabitation and marital instability.' According to a study from 

Mannheim, Germany, "Premarital cohabitation has been found to be positively 

correlated with the likelihood of marital dissolution in the United States. To reassess 

this link, I estimate proportional hazard models of marital dissolution for first 

marriages by using pooled data from the 1988, 1995, and 2002 surveys of the 

National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG)." 

"These results suggest that the positive relationship between premarital 

cohabitation and marital instability has weakened for more recent birth and 

marriage cohorts. Using multiple marital outcomes for a person to account for one 

source of unobserved heterogeneity, panel models suggest that cohabitation is not 

selective of individuals with higher risk of marital dissolution and may be a 

stabilizing factor for higher-order marriages," wrote S. Reinhold and colleagues, 

University of Mannheim, Institute for the Economics of Aging. 

The researchers concluded: "Further research with more recent data is needed to 

assess whether these results are statistical artifacts caused by data weaknesses in 

the NSFG." (…) 

Der vollständige Artikel erschien in „Science Letter“ am 26. Oktober 2010. 

 


